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Letter from the President
Dear Northwestern Alumni:  

This past year at the Alpha Chapter was full of surprises, achievements, and 
fun.  We began the year by welcoming a new class and a new house:  with the 
renovation project about to begin on 721 University, our scholarship house was 
temporarily moved down the quad to 1856 Orrington Avenue.  And although 
the house had a few empty rooms in the fall with five juniors studying abroad 
across Europe, Africa, and South America, the scholars had no problem picking 

up where they left off.  

Fall quarter was a huge success.  Our fall philanthropic eventτForeplay, a mini golf course created in 
our houseτraised over $1,000 for the Autism Society of Illinois.  The house placed third amongst all 
fraternities and sororities in Greek Week 2008, competing in sporting events, philanthropies, and 
other various competitions.  Scholars also excelled in the classroom, highlighted by the new scholarsΩ 
3.5 GPA and inter-chapter new scholar grade trophy.  

Winter quarter began with the return of our five scholars from 
their travels and, soon after, the activation of every new scholar.  
WƛƳ wŜƛƭƭȅ όΨ83) came to speak at a career fireside, which aided in 
ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΩ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎΦ  Mat-
thew Bogusz, a recent 2009 alum who graduated after fall quarter 
to pursue political office, campaigned for Third Ward Alderman for 
the City of Des Plaines with the help of fellow scholars throughout 
these winter months.  In April, the hard work paid off with his 
landslide election.  

We began Spring quarter by welcoming the Class of 2013 and 
ended it in saying good-bye to our seniors, the Class of 2009.  In 
between we had great success in intramurals, the alumni golf out-
ing (look for the invite again next Spring), philanthropiesτraising  
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$4,000 for Dance Marathon and donating over 70 pints of blood in our blood driveτjob searches, and 
in the classroom, averaging a 3.35 GPA, the second highest of all the chapters.  

This has been a great year here at the Alpha Chapter.  However, we would not be in this position if it 
were not for the generosity of the alumni:  WƻƘƴ aǳǊǇƘȅ όΨулύΣ YŜƛǘƘ 5ǊƻƴŜƴ όΨ80), and many others 
have selflessly given their time and talents to help us succeed.  We want to thank you all for your 
support, and I encourage you to stop by our tailgates this fall (southwest corner of the Alumni parking 
lot), play in our annual spring golf tournament, or just pay a visit to the scholarship house (remember, 
we will be in 1856 Orrington for the 2009-2010 school year).  

This is just a peek at what we have been doing over the past year. I hope that the rest of this alumni 
newsletter gives you a better understanding of what has been going on with Northwestern Evans 
Scholars.  !ǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊΣ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻǇŜƴΤ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ just stop by. Feel free to con-
ǘŀŎǘ ƳŜ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΤ LΩƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ 
a great summer, and I hope to see everyone this fall at some of the tailgates and homecoming (Octo-
ber 24 vs. Indiana).  

Kind Regards,  

Joseph Foran 

President 

Class of 2010 

josephforan2007@u.northwestern.edu 

(630) 408-1345 
Upcoming Events: 

BMW Championship Sep. 7-13 

 
NU vs. Minnesota Tailgate 

 
Sep. 26 

 
NU vs. Miami (Ohio) Tailgate 

 
Oct.10 
11a.m. 

 
NU vs. Indiana Homecoming 
Tailgate 

 
Oct.24 
11a.m. 

 

Alumni firesides will be held in the fall.  Topics 

and dates are to be determined.  Please con-

tact danielspedale2007@ u.northwestern.edu 

with suggestions or questions. 

 

mailto:josephforan2007@u.northwestern.edu
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Goodbye Constance! 
 
This spring, the Alpha chapter said farewell to 

Constance Lindsay, our Graduate Resident Advi-

sor.  Constance is pursuing 

her Ph.D. in Human Devel-

opment and Social Policy at 

Northwestern and will 

spend the upcoming year 

finishing her dissertation, 

which focuses on education 

policy, particularly how 

race and gender come to-

gether to influence educational outcomes.  Her 

future plans involve applying for post doctoral 

studies and possibly moving back to Washing-

ton D.C.  She will also do work with Chicago 

Public Schools to refine the teacher evaluation 

system.  Serving as the GRA for the past two 

years, Constance has been an advisor and a 

friend to all who reside in the house. From her 

musings on life to her vast knowledge of The 

Real Housewives television series, Constance 

could always be depended upon for a good 

laugh or a pleasant conversation.  Her presence 

in the house will be missed, but she will always 

be welcome to come and visit.  Omar Gutierrez 

speaks on behalf of the house when he says, 

άwe wish Constance luck on her Ph.D, and thank 

her for her support of the Alpha ChapterΦέ 

 
 

 
Alumni Golf Tournament 
 
On Saturday, May 9th, Alpha Chapter 

alumni and current scholars enjoyed a 

round of golf at Lincoln Oaks Country Club 

in Crete, IL.   Participating in the day were 

approximately ten Scholars and twelve 

Alumni.  Everyone enjoyed the beautiful 

weather regardless of golf performance.  

Sean Murphy, a scholar who participated in 

ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘΣ ǎŀƛŘΣ άǘƘŜ ŀƭǳƳƴƛ ƎƻƭŦ ƻǳt-

ing was one of the highlights of Spring 

Quarter. It served as a great way to con-

nect the current Northwestern scholars 

with alumni.  I hope that this event be-

comes an annual tradition as I look forward 

to one more round as a scholar and many 

more as an alum.έ  Dan Spedale, Alumni 

Relations chair, says that he is looking to 

make the May golf tournament a consis-

tent annual outing.  If you have any sugges-

tions as to future locations for the event, 

please contact Dan at danielspe-

dale2007@u.northwestern.edu. 

 

Constance Lindsay, GRA 
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Six of the eight members of the Class of 2013 

New Scholar Weekend 

 

 

The weekend of April 3rd, the New Scholar Class of 

2013 officially began their assimilation into life as 

Northwestern Evans Scholars.  Eight unique indi-

viduals comprise our newest freshman class, in-

cluding one from Wisconsin and another from Ar-

kansas.  New Scholar Educator 

Laura Kingsbury did an out-

standing job organizing the 

weekend, making sure the New 

Scholars felt comfortable in our 

home at 1856 Orrington.  After 

getting to know them over the 

course of the weekend, we rea-

lized that each scholar will surely 

find his or her own place in our wonderful Evans 

family.   

The New Scholars were welcomed on Thursday the 

2nd with a barbeque out in the quad. Despite cold 

temperatures, the sheer excitement of the New 

Scholars plus the heat from the grill made for a 

very warm welcome.  The incoming freshmen were 

given a brief campus tour that culminated with a 

surprise bonfire on the lakefill.  Everyone returned 

to the house to compete in billiards, bags, and ping 

pong.  Some scholars managed to connive their 

ways to victory by using questionable tactics, but 

the night flew by for all in a flurry of laughter and 

fun.  

Another busy day was in store for the scholars on 

Friday, who got up early to get a taste of Northwes-

tern academics by attending classes with Actives.  

After visiting meal jobs at various sororities, the 

Scholars headed off to volunteer at MatherLife-

Ways, a retirement living community.  It was then 

time for a meeting with faculty advisor Maureen 

Harty, who lead a tour of the athletic facilities, in-

cluding an exclusive look at Ryan Field.  New Scho-

lars enjoyed a pizza dinner with the Executive 

Board, and they spent the rest of the night getting 

to know the actives. 

 

Whirlyball was the highlight of the 

day on Saturday, as the entire 

house travelled to Chicago for an 

exhilarating cross between bumper 

cars, basketball, and lacrosse.  

Strategy went out the window 

once scholars found themselves in 

control of the bumper cars, but 

luckily everyone escaped unscathed.  

After dinner in downtown Evanston, New Scholars 

were paired with dates for the evening, and the 

entire house traveled to the bowling alley, rolling 

strikes and spares in style.   

Sunday finally rolled around, and families arrived 

for the annual New Scholar Weekend open house.  

Words of wisdom were passed down through 

speeches from the senior class as well as John 

aǳǊǇƘȅ όb¦ ΨулύΣ WƛƳ wŜƛƭƭȅ όb¦ Ψу0), and Mary 

hΩ[ŜŀǊȅ όh{¦ Ψ87).  A successful weekend con-

cluded with a luncheon, which allowed the scholars 

and their families to get to know one another.  In-

coming freshman Tom Shimandle commented that 

he felt New Scholar Weekend was a great opportu-

nity to meet the people he would be living with for 

ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ LΩƳ 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ  The Northwestern Chapter looks 

forward to the fall when these eight young men 

and women will continue their journeys of personal 

growth and group living. 
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/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΧ 

 
to the Class of 2012 for being awarded the New Scholar Academic Award.  With the 

encouragement of their New Scholar Educator Kim Brightmore, the class achieved an 

outstanding GPA of 3.50. 

to graduate Matthew Bogusz for being recently elected the Third Ward alderman of 

Des Plaines, Illinois.  Fellow Scholars helped Matt with the campaign, allowing him to 

emerge as the election winner with 73 percent of the vote. 

 

to catcher Daniel Niemiec (Class of 2011) and the Northwestern club baseball team 

for winning the Great Lakes Conference Championship.  The team finished with a 

record of 10-4, and we are proud of Dan and all that he has contributed to the team. 

to Max Willer (Class of 2011) for all of his hard work on the NU Solar Car.  The team 

placed third in the Formula Sun Grand Prix this summer in Texas.  

 

to Mark Aiura, Jay Hoogheem, Sneh Naik , and Patrick Rice (Class of 2009) for 

conquering the western half of America in two weeks.  This summer, the foursome ven-

tured westward, bringing ES pride to landmarks such as Mount Rushmore, the Redwood 

Forest, and the Four Corners. 
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Dance Marathon: Team ES  

Philanthropy 

In the past year, Northwestern 

Evans Scholars have reached 

from the bottoms of their 

hearts to participate in numer-

ous philanthropic endeavors.  

From Dance Marathon to do-

nating blood, scholars have 

been volunteering throughout 

campus and the Evanston 

community in order to make 

the world a better place. 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƛŜƴŜǊ LǎΧ 

Michael Amofa, Patrick Terrien, 

and Omar Gutierrez partici-

pated in a hot dog eating con-

test at the Norris Center.  As a 

fundraiser for Northwestern to 

benefit Special Olympics, these 

brave scholars showed no 

weakness as each consumed 

four hot dogs in less than five 

minutes.  Terrien emerged as 

the winner after narrowly edg-

ing out the competition.  His 

motivation?  άTo prove once 

and for all who is the hot dog  

champ,έ he said.  Special Olym-

pics were very grateful for the 

contest participants and their 

donations toward such a 

worthwhile cause. 

5ŀƴŎƛƴΩ ǘƘŜ 5ŀȅ !ǿŀȅ 

Eight scholars committed over 

30 consecutive hours to partic-

ƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘŜǊƴΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 

Dance Marathon.  Mark Aiura, 

Michael Baker, Katie Johnson, 

Laura Kingsbury, Jerred Rogge-

sack, Patrick Terrien, and Mi-

chael Sachaj raised over 3,000 

dollars for Project Kindle, which 

provides services to children 

infected with and affected by 

HIV/AIDS.  Katie Johnson said of 

the seemingly never-ending 

ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ά5a ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

challenging but rewarding ex-

periences I had this year. I'm 

glad I got to do it with some of 

my ES family because I 

wouldn't have survived without 

ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

Giving the Gift of Life 

The Alpha Chapter teamed up 

with the Student Blood Services 

to organize the annual Spring 

Blood Drive.  Scholars assisted 

in publicizing the event by post-

ing flyer throughout campus 

and encouraging friends to do-

nate blood.  Many scholars 

themselves gave blood, bring-

ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ 

over 70 pints. 

Walking Laps to Fight Cancer 

On Friday, May 16 at 6:00 pm, a 

twelve hour walking relay be-

gan at the Henry Crown Sports 

Pavilion. Seven hundred fifty 

students, including seven Evans 

Scholars, participated in the 

Northwestern Relay for Life, 

which lasted until 6:00 am on 

Sunday Morning.  The Scholars 

raised nearly 1000 dollars to 

benefit the American Cancer 

Society, an organization dedi-

cated to the eradication of can-

cer as a major health problem.  

 

Contestants devour hot dog number 3  
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Senior Spotlight   

Mark Aiura 

Industrial Engineering & Economics 

Park Ridge Country Club 

Future Plans: Is currently deciding 

between world traveler, secret 

agent, and astronaut. 

 

Kimberly Brightmore 

Communication Studies & Religion 

Beverly Country Club 

Future Plans:  As a part of a two-year 

service program, will teach 3rd Grade at 

St. Agnes of Bohemia in Little Village 

while pursuing a MasterΩs Degree from 

Loyola in Elementary Education.  

 

Matthew Bogusz 

Political Science & International Stu-

dies 

Park Ridge Country Club 

Future Plans: Will serve as Third Ward 

Alderman of Des Plaines, IL. and  work  at 

McMaster-Carr in a management devel-

opment program. 

Todd McCollough 

Biomedical Engineering & Economics 

Ivanhoe Club 

Future Plans: Will obtain a aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 

degree in biomedical engineering 

from Northwestern. 

 

Michael Sachaj 

Political Science 

Green Acres Country Club 

Future Plans: Will assist in a mini-MBA 

program at Stanford University. He will 

then work for a startup, developing a 

project management website for non-

profits that work with the Clinton 

Global Initiative. 

 

Patrick Rice 

Industrial Engineering & Economics 

Park Ridge Country Club 

Future Plans: Will be doing IT work 

Valence Health, a healthcare con-

sulting firm. 

 

 

Jay Hoogheem 

Biomedical Engineering  

Idlewild Golf Club 

Future Plans: Will obtain a aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 

degree in biomedical engineering 

from Northwestern. 

Sneh Naik  

Journalism & Economics 

Hinsdale Country Club 

Future Plans:  Will serve as copyedi-

tor of his hometown newspaper and 

will then begin a second job as a 

freelance journalist. 
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Contact us! 

Northwestern University Evans Scholars 
1856 Orrington Ave. 
Evanston, IL   60201 

 

Or visit us on the web! 

http://groups.northwestern.edu/evanscholars/ 


