
WELCOME TO NORTHWESTERN & CCS!

CCS
College of
Cultural and
Community
Studies

The Master Staff and Executive Board of CCS
would like to congratulate you on being accepted
to Northwestern and to welcome to the College
of Cultural and Community Studies.

We hope that your summer is progressing well
and that you are excited about the upcoming
fall. Because college will be a new experience
for you, we would like to help you make the
transition as smoothly as possible, and this
summer mailer was created for that very
purpose.

After reading about each of us, feel free to use
the contact information listed, we would love to
hear from you!



Meet...The Master Staff!
We are excited to have you in CCS. Given our small number of
residents: 30-40(the smallest of the Res College system), we are
a close-knit community. So you will be able to be very involved in
CCS activities!

Don’t worry, though, we know that you will have other interests,
and CCS provides a great atmosphere for pursuing any activity.

MASTER
Andrew Rivers joined the NU Faculty in 1999
and is a senior lecturer in Physics and
Astronomy as well as an academic advisor
in the Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences.
To us, though, he is the Master of CCS! In
addition to his interest in extragalactic radio
astronomy,  Andrew is fond of what he considers
underappreciated creatures like bats, snakes, and
spiders. Other interests of his include reading non-
fiction and world poetry as well as watching movies
with his wife, Carolyn.

ASSOCIATE MASTER
Cristine Bell

Susan Ericsson is a graduate student in the Radio,
Television, and Film Department. Her research is
on romance films of the 1990’s. When she isn’t
working on her dissertation, Susan enjoys
spending time with students in CCS. Like many
CCSers, Susan enjoys international cuisine,
checking out the sites and cultural events in
Chicago, and participating in philanthrophy. Susan

has traveled in multiple areas of South Asia, East Asia, and Europe and likes
to talk to others about their travels and life experiences.

Chris Bell serves as both a College Advisor
in Weinberg, and as a Lecturer in the Art
History Department (where she earned her
PhD.) Her primary research area is art and
the US Civil War, but one of her current
projects is researching and creating an
inventory of Evanston’s public art. She
enjoys exploring all the art and cultural
offerings of Chicago, especially outdoor
murals and sculpture. Something else she shares with CCSers
is a love for Chicago’s terrific ethnic restaurants. She also likes to
spend time hiking and camping in the outdoors whenever she
can arrange it.

Andrew Rivers

Susan Ericsson
Assistant Master



Meet...The Executive Board!

So by now you probably have gotten so many pages of information to read
that you could care less about the dorm Vice President of Faculty Affairs’
biography. However, it, like everything at CCS, is very exciting. I will be a
sophomore in the upcoming fall. I am a physics major. I am on the fencing
team. (Exciting, isn’t it? I told you so.) I also help organize many events
involving ***This section added by Kent’s roommate, Tom. Kent is amazing.
Standing at only 5’10’’, he weighs in at an astounding 7000 pounds. He uses

his terrible mass to crush those who
oppose him in the fencing arena
(sometimes even impaling his sparring
partners despite safety precautions due
to the sheer force behind his lunge). All
of us here at CCS love Kent and happily
engage in sensuous poking matches with
him, though none of us have yet bested
him at it. This year we fought a dragon at
Norris! What? *** the dorm residents and
the CCS faculty fellows, hence the rather
long title. I prefer to think that CCS
operates under the military-industrial
complex, which is why Dara must be
referred as high-chancellor.

Hello everyone! My name is Dara, and I want to first
and foremost welcome you to all to CCS. :) I'm from
Frankfort, Illinois, and I'll be a Junior this year
studying History and Psychology. For any of you
who are undecided in your major, not to worry! I've
changed my major several times and still live to tell
the tale. As for the usual biographical info, I'm quite
the fan of Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter, Star Wars,
movies, anime, music, and lots of other funness.
Oh, and I'm addicted to my computer, being wordy,
and all things CCS
(feel the love :P). I have occasionally also been known to answer to the title
of "lizard queen", and suffer acutely from a syndrome known as "excessive
smiley-face user". ;) That said, I'm looking forward to meeting you all soon,
and please don't hesitate to send along any questions you may have. I hope
you're excited for the upcoming year, and enjoy the rest of your extra-long
summer! :)

Dara Wathanapaisal
President

Vice President of Faculty Affairs
Kent Shirer



Meet...The Executive Board!

Hi I'm Joe Eckart, class of 2008. I'm from
Middletown, OH and major in chemistry. I
like to play drums, and play snare drum
in NU's Drumline. I also like the outdoors,
especially hiking, running, & camping. I
like various kinds of music, however
country, celtic and classical (and some
techno) hits are the best.

I, Gareth Hughes, am the illustrious Vice President of
Programming here at CCS. My job here is to organize the
all important firesides which cover topics from India to
comic books and to organize the CCS camping trip in the
fall and spring. Aside from that, I am also the Web Site
Chair, which means I get to maintain our glorious website
(which is seriously, pretty glorious thanks to Jennie, a
past-resident and genius web designer). Around
Northwestern I'm probably the dorkiest of our Exec Board,
being a Material Science major going into my Junior year.
Also, doing Co-op means I get to be here for a fifth year
which I know excites all the rising Sophomores around
here. In addition, like many of the guys around CCS, I am
a somewhat hardcore gamer and have been known to
chill out to movies at munchies occasionally.

Gareth Hughes
Vice President of Programming

My name is Travis "the misanthrope" R.
Stradford. I will be your secretary/*insert
synonym for female dog* next year and I'm sure
I'll get to know every last one of you special
little children. I will be a junior majoring in self-
ravishment (chemistry) and am also part of the
budding ReFresh Dance Crew located here on
campus. I like video games (fighting games,
DDR/PIU/ITG, RPGs, hentai) more than kids and
ice cream, and ice cream more than kids. I also
partake in old lady chucking and watermelon
hurling at rival res colleges and am known by
day as Travis, but at night as Theresa "Big
Buns" Hotty Ninja. I am amazing.

Joseph Eckart Treasurer

SecretaryTravis R. Stradford

Anrew Rivers ajrivers@northwestern.edu
Christine Bell cbell@northwestern.edu
Susan Ericsson s-ericsson@northwestern.edu

Dara Wathanpaisal dw@northwestern.edu
Kent Shirer k-shirer@northwestern.edu
Gareth Hughes g-hughes@northwestern.edu
Joe Eckart j-eckart@northwestern.edu
Travis Stradford t-stradford@northwestern.edu

Contact

Us!


